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FILMMAKER RENE CLAIR SALUTED AT CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 


(Cleveland, OH) From the mid-20s to the late 50s Rene Clair was revered by film critics and 
moviegoers as one of the greatest directors in the world. But how many people today even 
know his name? Bom Rene-Lucien Chomette in Paris one hundred years ago, Clair was 
celebrated for his brisk, nimble light comedies, all of which possessed a graceful sense of 
movement and rhythm. Says film program coordinator John Ewing: “Clair began directing in 
the silent era, making such consummate comic ballets as Entr*acte and The Italian Straw Hat. 
The coming of sound, which flummoxed others, presented him with new avenues for innova- 
tion, and he used it to enhance, rather than impede, his crack comic timing and fluid film 
sense.” Indeed, Clair’s first three sound films {Under the Roofs of Paris, Le Million, A Nous 
la Liberte, all huge international hits) were regarded as models of how to incorporate voice, 
music, and sound effects into motion pictures. Following these, Clair’s filmmaking career 
continued for over 30 more years in Britain, America, and France, but despite ample acclaim 
and commercial success, he never again reached the dizzying heights of this earlier era. Clair 
died in 1981. Each program $6, CMA members $3. Purchase all tickets at the ticket center. 


The Italian Straw Hat 
Wednesday, May 6, 7:00 
(France, 1927, b&w, silent with English intertitles, 
35mm, 108 min.) Directed by Rene Clair, with Albert 
Prejean. Fully restored 35mm print of one of the 
silent era's funniest and most celebrated comedies: 
a classic farce about a man on the way to his 
wedding who must first replace a lady's straw hat. 
From the 19th-century play by Eugene Labiche and 
Marc Michel. Music track. Preceded at 7:00 by 
Clair's surrealist classic Entr'acte (France, 1924, 

16mm, 14 min.), a film originally made to be shown 
during the intermission of a Dada ballet. It features 
Erik Satie, Marcel Duchamp, and Man Ray. 

Under the Roofs of Paris 

Wednesday, May 13, 7:00 

(France, 1929, b&w, subtitles, 16mm, 96 min.) 

Directed by Rene Clair, with Albert Pr^jean and 

Gaston Modot. Early, landmark French talkie and 

musical, about a street singer and his best friend, 

and the girl they both love. Restored version. 

Preceded at 7:00 by Rene Clair, a short documentary 
about the director made in the 1970s. 
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Le Million 

Wednesday, May 20, 7:00 
(France, 1931, b&w, subtitles, 16mm, 89 min.) 
Directed by Rene Clair, with Annabella and Ren^ 
Lefevre. Remarkably fluid early musical about a 
young painter who wins the lottery, then scours 
Paris for his lost ticket. "Rene Clair at his exquisite 
best; no one else has ever been able to make a 
comedy move with such delicate, dreamlike inevita- 
bility."-Pauline Kael. 

A Nous la Liberte 
Wednesday, May 27, 7:00 
(France, 1931, b&w, subtitles, 16mm, 97 min.) Di- 
rected by Rene Clair, with Raymond Cordy and Henri 
Marchand. Two ex-convicts find themselves manu- 
facturing phonograph records in this innovative sat- 
ire of automation that inspired Chaplin's Modern 
Times. Music by Georges Auric. 
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